Results. Father involvement and mother involvement at age 7 independently predicted educational attainment by age 20. The association between parents' involvement and educational attainment was not stronger for sons than for daughters. Father involvement was not more important for educational attainment when mother involvement was low rather than high. Not growing up in intact two-parent family did not weaken the association between father's or mother's involvement and educational outcomes.
Conclusion.
Early father involvement can be another protective factor in counteracting risk conditions that might lead to later low attainment levels.
There is substantial evidence that parental involvement is associated with children's academic performance (e.g., Feinstein & Symons, 1999; Georgiou, 1999; Keith et al., www.bps.org.uk * Correspondence should be addressed to Eirini Flouri, Department of Social Policy and Social Work, University of Oxford, Barnett House, 32 Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2ER, .
Despite these limitations, the National Child Development Study is one of the best datasets available to investigate long-term effects of parental background.
Measures

Behaviour problems at age 7
In NCDS mental health outcomes in childhood were assessed with the Rutter 'A' Health and Behaviour Checklist (Rutter, Tizard, & Whitmore, 1970) . The Rutter 'A' has been widely used to measure emotional well-being both in the United Kingdom and elsewhere. At age 7 the child's mother completed a shortened version of the full Rutter 'A'. Elliott and Richards (1991) used 14 of these items to assess the child's behaviour. The 14 maternal reports in the Rutter 'A' at age 7 were as follows: the child is disobedient at home, fights with other children, is irritable and quick to fly off the handle, destroys own or others' belongings, is squirmy or fidgety, has difficulty settling to anything, worries about many things, is upset by new situations, is bullied by other children, is miserable or tearful, has twitches or mannerisms, sucks thumb or finger, bites nails, and prefers to do things alone. For all these items the mother was asked whether the description of the behaviour applies to the child 'never', 'sometimes' or 'frequently'. Cronbach's alpha was .65
Father involvement and mother involvement at age 7
In NCDS there were four 3-point scales pertaining to father involvement and three 3-point scales pertaining to mother involvement at age 7 which were both completed by the child's parent. The items on father involvement were 'outings with father', 'father manages the child', 'father reads to child' and 'father is interested in child's education'. The items on mother involvement were 'outings with mother', 'mother reads to child', and 'mother is interested in child's education' (see Table 1 ). 
